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58 William and Mary Quarterly 

ALEXANDRIA ACADEMY. 

To the Honble. the General Assembly of Virginia. 

The Petition of sundry inhabitants of the town of Alexandria 
& Vicinity thereof — Most humbly sheweth, 

That the very considerable and increasing population of this 
place hath for years past called aloud for a Seminary of learning, 
on such a basis & under such regulation as would assure its utility 
& success; and thereby prevent the necessity your Petitioners & 
many other inhabitants of this part of the Country have hereto- 
fore been under, of sending their young people abroad & into other 
States for the purposes of Education, the expense of which hath 
been very burthensornc, & the benefit more precarious than it would 
be at home — 

That to remedy these inconveniences, your Petitioners have 
by voluntary contribution, within the last twelve months, pro- 
cured a Lott of ground in a Healthy & retired situation, & erected 
thereon a commodious building fit for an Academy, in which three 
schools are opened, & about one hundred scholars already admitted, 
whose education is conducted by the Masters with zealous assiduity, 
& a success equal to the most sanguine expectation, the whole being 
placed under the Government of thirteen Trustees & Visitors, who 
are required constantly & regularly to inspect & superintend the 
Schools — 

That General Washington having for a long time had it in 
contemplation to donate a contribution of one thousand pounds to 
the purpose of establishing a school for the education of Orphans, 
& other poor children, hath so far approved of the institution 
set on foot by your Petitioners, & the manner in which it is con- 
ducted, as to invest therein his intended donation, and to charge 
the Trustees & their successors forever, with the application of 
the annual interest of that sum to his intended purpose; And 
accordingly there are twenty poor children now receiving educa- 
tion in the Academy on the said benefaction of the General — 

That your Petitioners from the beginning had it in view, as 
soon as their plan should arrive at a proper stage of maturity, 
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to petition the Legislature for an Act of Incorporation, whereby 
the Institution might acquire that permanency & efficiency which 
are necessary to the full accomplishment of its purposes & the 
due extension of its benefits; humbly conceiving that the future 
& Glory of the State, as well as the lustre of individuals and 
happiness of the community for the time to come, are best pro- 
vided for by establishing and giving due encouragement to Semi- 
naries of this kind for the propagation of knowledge and cultiva- 
tion of the minds of the people — 

It is therefore the earnest praj^er of your Petitioners, that 
an Act may pass, to constitutute George Washington, William 
Brown, David Stewart, John Fitzgerald, Charles Lee, William 
Baker, Isaac S. Keith, Samuel Hanson, James Hendricks, Wil- 
liam Hartshorne, Josiah Watson, Benjamin Dulany & Cha«. 
Simms, & their successors for ever, who shall be chosen by a meet- 
ing of those persons or their heirs who may or shall have con- 
tributed the sum of five pounds each, or upwards to the use of 
the Academy, or a majority of them, at the Academy on tire sec- 
ond Monday in April of each & every year, such election to be 
made by ballot, & due notification thereof given by the President 
& Secretary for the time being, to bo a body politic & corporate 
by the name of the Trustees of the Alexandria Academy; who 
shall chose a President & Secretery out of their own body, & 
have power to hold, acquire, & dispose of property, real & per- 
sonal for the use of said Academy, nnd to govern the same in 
all respects whatever, in such manne* as other bodies politic in- 
corporate, for the like purposes, are usually constituted; Provided 
that, in ease of the persons entitled, as aforeasaid, to make an 
annual election of Trustees, or a majority of them, should neg- 
lect to meet on the second Monday in April at the Academy, & 
make such election in the manner above specified, that the Trustees 
formerly & already appointed, shall continue to act as Trustees, 
& have power by a Majority of their own voices to fill up whatever 
vacancies may happen among them by death, resignation or other- 
wise, untill such annual election shall be duly held at the time 
and place, & in the manner above mentioned; And provided that 
no meeting of the Trustees be competent to transact busines re- 
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garding the property of the Academy, unless seven at least of their 
number be present — 

And whereas there are many charges incident to an infant In- 
stitution so rapidly growing as this, which, tho' indispensably 
necessary to render the plan of education respectable, & fully 
answer the ends it is capable of serving, are yet too great to be 
defrayed by the generositity of individuals, already stretched as 
far as it can bear; Your Petitioners beg leave further to beseech 
this Honble. House, in token of that approbation & patronage, 
which have been so propitious in other instances, to favor & assist 
Seminaries of learning, That the revenue arising within the Cor- 
poration of Alexandria, from Billiard tables & Tavern Licenses 
with the penalties for non-observance of the Laws respecting them, 
may be vested in the Trustees aforesaid for the use of the Alex- 
andria Academy; This your Petitioners apprehend will be found 
of small account in the scale of the public revenue, while they 
flatter themselves it might be made eminently beneficial, if placed 
in the hands of the Trustees, to promote the ends & enhance the 
usefulness of the Academy — 

And your Petitioners will pray Etc. 



W Brown 
Isaac S. Keith 
John Fitzgerald 
Robert Mc. Crea 
Jesse Taylor 
Ch. Simms 
Robert Adam 
John Allison 
John Murray 
Thomas Barclay 
James Lawrason 
Benj. Shreve 
Endorsed — 



Jos. Greenway 
Jonah Thompson 
Peter Wise 
Wm. Paton 
John Butcher 
Jon. Swift 
Wm. Lowry & Co. 
James Mc. Kenna 
Wm. Lyles 
Josiah Watson 
Will. Hunter 
T. Marsteller 



James Hendricks 
Wm. Ramsay 
David Griffin 
Wm. Herbert 
Wm. Duvall 
John Hendricks 
Wm. Mc. Knight 
Thomas Conn 
Robert Mean 
Cleon Moore 
Wm. Hartshorne 



Alexandria Petition Oct. 30, 1786. Referred to Props. 
1st. part reasonable 2nd. part rejected. 

(From Virginia State Archives, Richmond.) 



